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Understanding the War

Russia invaded Ukraine on February 24, 2022, unleashing a war with no end in sight. In July of
the same year, the board of Political Observer - the former Portuguese Journal of Political Science
- decided to publish a themed issue on the subject. The wide reception of articles, their quality
and the importance of the topic meant that the board decided to publish two successive issues on
the War in Ukraine for the year 2023. Given the relevance of the topic and for future reference, a
first essay marks the times, present, past and future of the context of the war.

In this second volume, covering the second half of the year, we've put together a number
of more outlandish, but also more creative, articles that look for causes and investigate com-
parisons. Whether it’s questioning the role of the Russian Orthodox Church or evaluating the
position of the Polish Catholic Church in the face of the conflict. We would like to thank Dr.
Pedro Constantino and Dr. Marcin Zatyka for their analyses. In addition to these first articles, the
inquiries of young researchers Jodo Gomes and Jorge Garrido, with their military and strategic
perspectives, complete the series, and we close with the study co-authored by Maria Azevedo and
Neuza Sa on the indivisibility of security, in keeping with the journals tradition of giving space
and place to studies by young political scientists.

At the end, Professor Carlos Vargas gives us a review of the book of ESCHEN, Penny M.
Von. Paradoxes of nostalgia. Cold war triumphalism and global disorder since 1989. Durham and
London: Duke University Press, 2022. The title of which expresses well the ongoing analytical
sentiment.

Special thanks to PIEKART, from Krakow, who authorized the use of the cover image, an
expressive image of the feeling of bewilderment expressed in the beauty of the young Ukrainian
woman depicted on the walls of Krakow. Without the support of Professor Patricia Oliveira and
Dr. Pandora Guimaraes, this issue of the magazine would not have been possible. We would like
to thank them all.

30 September 2023

Compreender a Guerra

A Rassia invadiu a Ucrénia em 24 de fevereiro de 2022, desencadeando uma guerra ainda
sem fim a vista. Em julho do mesmo ano, decidiu a diregdo da Political Observer - former
Portuguese Journal of Political Science - realizar um niimero tematico sobre o tema. A ampla
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rece¢do de artigos, a sua qualidade e a importincia do tema, determinou que a dire¢do tenha
acordado que sejam publicados dois nimeros sucessivos, referentes ao ano de 2023, sobre a
Guerra na Ucrania.

Neste segundo volume, relativo ao segundo semestre, reunimos outros tantos artigos, mais
esdruxulos, mas também mais criativos, que procuram causas e investigam comparagdes.
Seja, questionando o papel da Igreja Ortodoxa Russa, seja avaliando a posi¢do da Igreja ca-
télica polaca face ao conflito. Agradecemos aos Dr.s Pedro Constantino e a Marcin Zatyka as
suas analises. Juntam-se a estes primeiros artigos, as indagag¢oes dos jovens investigadores Jodo
Gomes, Jorge Garrido com as suas perspetivas militares e estratégicas que completam a série,
para fecharmos com o estudo em coautoria de Maria Azevedo e Neuza S4 acerca da indivisi-
bilidade da seguranga, para respeitar a tradi¢ao da revista de dar espago e lugar aos estudos de
jovens cientistas politicos.

No final, o Professor Carlos Vargas, faz-nos uma recensio da obra de ESCHEN, Penny M.
Von. Paradoxes of nostalgia. Cold war triumphalism and global disorder since 1989. Durham e
Londres: Duke University Press, 2022, 400 pp., 37 il. Cujo titulo expressa bem o sentimento
analitico em curso.

Um agradecimento especial a PIEKART, de Krakow, que autorizou o uso da imagem de
capa, uma expressiva imagem do sentimento de perplexidade expressa na beleza da jovem
ucraniana que retrata nos muros de Cracdvia. Sem o suporte da Professora Patricia Oliveira e
o0 apoio da Dra. Pandora Guimaraes este nimero da revista nio teria sido possivel. A todos o
nosso reconhecimento.

30 de Setembro de 2023



